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EXDIS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR IS LE UN SY IZ 

SUB J : ME STAFF GROUP: S. LEBANON SITUATION: WEIZMAN ON THE UN, 

SYRIA AND IRAQ 

REF.: STATE 74864 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH WEIZMAN THIS MORNING (MARCH 23) WE 
DISCUSSED MOVEMENT OF UNIFIL INTO SOUTHERN LEBANON. 

WEIZMAN THOUGHT THINGS WERE GOING WELL AND AGAIN NOTED 
HE ENJOYED DEALING WITH GENERAL SIILASVUO, WHOM HE 
DESCRIBED AS A "FINE GENTLEMAN." 

2. IN GOING THROUGH POINTS IN REFTEL MADE EFFORT TO 
IMPRESS ON HIM THE DETERMINED EFFORTS WE ARE MAKING WITH 
DAMASCUS AND BEIRUT TO ENLIST THEIR COOPERATION 

IN STABLIIZING SITUATION IN LEBANON. WEIZMAN WAS 
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PROFUSE IN HIS APPRECIATION FOR OUR EFFORTS BUT TIED 
THIS TO HIS CONTINUING CONCERN ABOUT THE CHANCES FOR 
UNIFIL S SUCCESS. HE TOLD US. FOR EXAMPLE, THAT SIILASVUO 
HAD INFORMED HIM THE PLO WOULD NOT PERMIT REFUGEES TO 
RETURN TO SOUTHERN LEBANON BECAUSE OF ITS OBJECTION 
TO REFUGEES "COOPERATING WITH ISRAEL." (IN A SELF- 
SERVING ASIDE, HE GLEEFULLY RELATED THAT ONE OF THE 
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LEBANESE ARMY OFFICERS WHO HAD MET WITH ISRAELIS AT NAQURAH 
YESTERDAY HAD WHISPERED "WHY DIDNT YOU GO FURTHER NORTH AND 
CLEAR UP THE ENTIRE SITUATION.") 

3. WEIZMAN THEN LAUNCHED INTO WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THE 
PRINCIPAL REASON FOR OUR MEETING. HE IS DEEPLY CONCERNED 
OVER SYRIAN MOVEMENT SOUTH OF THE "RED LINE" AND THE ENTRY 
OF IRAQI CONVOYS INTO SOUTHERN LEBANON THROUGH SYRIA. 

RESPONDED THAT WE UNDERSTOOD THIS CONCERN, BUT THAT AT 

SAME TIME WE BELIEVED THE SYRIANS HAD DEMONSTRATED REMARKABLE 
RESTRAINT IN FACE OF ISRAELI INVASION OF SOUTH LEBANON. 

SAID IT WAS OUR CURRENT ESTIMATE SYRIANS NO MORE DESIRE 
COLLISION WITH ISRAELIS THAN ISRAELIS DO WITH SYRIANS. 

WEIZMAN AGREED. ALSO SAID WE HAD IMPRESSION THAT AT 
PRESENT TIME SYRIANS ARE NOT INTERESTED IN PERMITTING 
IRAQIS TO PASS THROUGH SYRIA ENROUTE TO LEBANON WITH 
SIGNIFICANT HEAVY WEASPONS AND MATERIAL. ALTHOUGH SOME 
TROOPS WERE APPARENTLY INCLUDED IN RECENT CONVOYS, 

MAIN PURPOSE OF THESE COLUMNS WAS TO DELIVER SUPPLIES, 

OR SO THE SYRIANS CLAIMED. 

4. WEIZMAN SAID HE WAS GLAD TO HEAR THIS, ADDING 
"I AM GLAD WE DIDNT BOMB THEM." HE SAID HE COULD 
UNDERSTAND THE APPARENT SYRIAN MOVEMENT FORWARD INTO 
FATAHLAND. ISRAELI FORCES HAD MOVED NORTH AND IT WAS 
REASONABLE THAT THE SYRIANS WOULD DEPLOY SOUTH. HOWEVER, 
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HE HOPED THAT WHEN ISRAELI FORCES MOVE SOUTH, THE SYRIANS 
WILL IN TURN RETURN TO THE NORTH. 

4. 1 TOLD HIM THAT WHAT ALL THE PLAYERS ARE NOW WAITING 
FOR IS THE TIMETABLE FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL. BAITED THE 
HOOK BY SAYING WE HAD SOME INDICATION BUT BY NO 
MEANS CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE THAT AFTER THE ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL THE SYRIANS MIGHT BEGIN TO EXERT MORE 
EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER PALESTINIAN ACTIVITIES IN LEBANON. 
REPEATED THAT THIS WAS NOT AN ASSURANCE ON OUR PART, 

BUT MERELY OUR PROVISIONAL INTERPRETATION. WEIZMAN 
ACKNOWLEDGED THIS BY SAYING "WE LIVE IN THE LEVANT— I 
UNDERSTAND." ALSO TOLD HIM THAT THE GOL WANTS THE 
ADF TO MOVE SOUTH TO THE LITANI, THUS FILLING WHAT 
WOULD OTHERWISE BE A VACUUM IN WHICH THE PALESTINIANS 
COULD OPERATE. WEIZMAN REPLIED THAT NO ISRAELI 
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GOVERNMENT COULD ACCEPT THIS. HE SUGGESTED IN TURN 
THAT THE UN MOVE ACROSS THE LITANI AND NABATYYAH TO 
FILL THE SAME FUNCTION. REPLIED I DID NOT BELIEVE 
THE UN HAD A MANDATE TO DO SO. WEIZMAN COUNTERED 
THAT THE UN HAD A MANDATE TO GO INTO THOSE AREAS WHICH 
WERE UNDER ISRAELI CONTROL. TYRE WAS ONE OF THE POINTS 
THE UN WOULD BE TAKING OVER AND NO ISRAELI TROOPS WERE 
IN THAT TOWN, BUT CONTROL WAS EXERCISED BY ISRAELI 
GUNS. HE SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THIS MORE AT ANOTHER 
TIME. MEANWHIL, HE WANTED US TO KNOW THAT THE IDF IS 
READY AND WILLING TO WITHDRAW AS SOON AS UNIFIL 
UNITS MOVE INTO PLACE. ITS ALL UP TO THE UN NOW, ACCORDING 
TO WEIZMAN. 

5. WEIZMAN REPEATED THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE ANY ISRAELI 
GOVERNMENT WOULD PERMIT THE ADVANCE OF SYRIANS SOUTH 
TO POSITIONS WHERE THEY WOULD BE ONLY 5 KILOMETERS FROM 
SECRET 
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METULLA. WITHOUT THE UN FORCES NORTH OF THE RIVER, 

HE REMINDED US THAT METULLA AND NORTHERN ISRAEL WILL 
REMAIN VULNERABLE TO PALESTINIAN SHELLING. HE SAID 
"I CAN CALL TWO OR THREE TIMES TO THE UN AND ASK THEM 
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TO SHOOT BACK, BUT THEY WONT - SHALL I THEN CALL A 
SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING?" STRESSING THAT I WAS ONLY 
SEEKING HIS REACTION, I THEN ASKED WHAT THE SITUATION 
WOULD BE SIILASVUO WERE INSTRUCTED HE COULD NOT 
CROSS THE LITANI. CONCURRENTLY, THE SYRIANS SEND A 
SIGNAL TO ISRAEL STRESSING THEY HAD NO INTENTION OF 
THREATENING NORTHERN ISRAEL BY MOVING SOUTH TO THE 
RIVER BUT WERE DOING SO ONLY TO ESTABLISH FIRMER CONTROL 
OVER THE PALESTINIANS. WHAT THEN? WEIZMAN SAID THE 
ANSWER "FOR THE MOMENT" WOULD BE NEGATIVE, BUT THAT IF 
SUCH A SITUATION AROSE OF COURSE IT WOULD HAVE TO BE 
THOROUGHLY DEBATED BY THE CABINET. HE COULD NOT PREDICT 
THE OUTCOME. 

6. WEIZMAN THEN OBSERVED THAT THE PROBLEM ISRAEL FACES 
WITH THE PALESTINIANS IS NOT LIMITED TO SOUTHERN LEBANON. 
IT EMBRACES ALL OF LEBANON. IN A MATTER OF FACT TONE 
HE OBSERVED THAT IF TERRORISTS FROM THE NORTH AGAIN 
ATTACK ISRAEL, "ILL HAVE TO GO AND HIT BEIRUT." HE 
QUICKLY ASSURED US THAT HE DID NOT WANT TO BE FORCED 
TO THIS SITUATION. HE SAID ADDITIONAL SECURITY 
MEASURES ALONG THE COAST OF ISRAEL ARE BEING UNDERTAKEN, 
BUT HE ADMITTED THAT THE PREVENTION OF TWO OR THREE 
DETERMINED TERRORISTS FROM LANDING IS A VERY DIFFICULT 
IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE TASK. WEIZMAN'S SOLUTION IS SIMPLE: 

ALL PALESTINIAN FIGHTING FORCES MUST BE FORCED TO LEAVE 
LEBANON. WHEN ASKED WHERE DID HE THINK THEY COULD GO, 

HE SAID DAMASCUS, LIBYA, ANYWHERE BUT LEBANON. IT 
MUST NOT CONTINUE AS A HAVEN FOR HOSTILE FORCES. 
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7. COMMENT: MY JUDGMENT IS THAT SIILASVUO IS PROBABLY 
RIGHT. WEIZMAN COULD BE BROUGHT TO ACCEPT MOVEMENT OF 
THE ADF SOUTH TO THE LITANI. BUT HE SURELY WOULD 
ENCOUNTER STRONG OPPOSITION TO THIS IN THE IDF AND 
CERTAINLY IN THE CABINET. HE IS FACED WITH A COMPLEX 
DILEMMA. HE WANTS TO GET OUT OF SOUTHERN LEBANON; HE 
WANTS THE AREA NORTH OF THE LITANI TO BE CLEANED OF 
THE PLO; HE DOES NOT HAVE GREAT CONFIDENCE IN THE UN 
PRESENCE; AND HE DOES NOT HAVE THE CLOUT TO CARRY THE 
DAY IN PERMITTING THE ADF TO MOVE TO THE LITANI- NOR, 

FOR THAT MATTER, IS HE YET SURE HE WANTS TO TAKE THE 
GAMBLE. HE IS PERSUADED THAT THE SYRIANS HAVE SINCERELY 
WORKED TO AVOID A CONFRONTATION IN THE PRESENT CRISIS. 
BUT HIS TRUST IN THEM IS PAPER THIN. AGREE WITH 
AMBASSADOR PARKER THAT THIS IS A LEVANTINE SOUFFLE 
WHICH SHOWS EVERY SIGN OF FALLING IF WE DON'T HANDLE 
IT GINGERLY. VIETS 
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